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The image illustrates the value of a $100,000
investment in the stock market during the
period 2007-2013, which included the
global financial crisis and the recovery that
followed. The value of the investment
dropped to $54,381 by March 9, 2009 (the
trough date), following a severe market
decline. If an investor remained invested in
the stock market over the next 58 months,
however, the ending value of the
investment would be $151,671. If the same
investor exited the market at the bottom to
invest in cash for a year and then reinvest in
the market, the ending value of the
investment would be $98,818. An all-cash
investment at the bottom of the market
would have yielded only $54,560.
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